Secondary PGCE Course Content, University of Wales, Bangor, 2003-04

For all students

1. Introductory session in Professional Studies on EGCSD for all students (English and Welsh medium)

2. The Professional Studies handbook includes a Briefing Sheet on EGCSD outlining the aims, requirements for trainees and bibliography.  They are required to provide evidence of the work they have done on a Reflection Sheet.

3. Trainee teachers are encouraged in their lesson planning to address the common requirements of the National Curriculum and to be involved in the teaching of PSE during School Experience. This could involve EGCSD.

4. All trainees must show evidence that they are addressing the Standards for the award of Qualified Teacher Status; Standard B2k xii states that trainees must demonstrate that they are “exploiting opportunities to contribute to the quality of pupils’ wider educational development including their personal, spiritual, moral, social and cultural development”

Trainees must present lesson plans to show that they have addressed this and some will involve EGCSD.

5. A dedicated on-line conference on FirstClass has been set up where trainees can share their experiences and ideas when on school placement. In addition students feed information of EGCSD in subject contexts to on-line subject conferences
6. Following the introduction to the topic in Professional Studies, subject tutors put this into the context of their subject in a variety of ways, outlined below.
Science: The issue of sustainable development is introduced to the PCCE Secondary Science trainees with a lecture which focuses on the work of, and the planning of, a visit to, the Centre for Alternative Technology near Machynlleth in mid Wales. The purpose of the visit is to study environmental issues and education for sustainable development, and the contribution that science education can make to this area. The trainees also look at the resources available and identify how they can be used to teach science. During the visit trainees are given an introduction to the centre and its work, including a presentation of the ‘Environmental footprint’ concept. They also gather information to prepare for a poster presentation to be made on their return to Bangor, which includes a sample of education resources that could be used to develop EGCSD with pupils in the classroom.

Materials were prepared which focused on some of the following topics: impact of humans on the environment; climate change, acid rain; energy transfer and storage, efficient use of energy; energy resources, forces, friction, light; the environmental implications of generating energy; the decomposition of organic materials; population, consumption and waste; protecting living things and the environment; sustainable development.  This is clearly an area to which many of our trainees have a deep interest and commitment. They undertook the task very enthusiastically and produced interesting material of a high standard which we exhibited in the School of Education. 

Sustainable Development lessons have been given on topics based on the environment (recycling, global warming, renewable energy etc.) in KS3, KS4 and years 12 and 13.  
Welsh: The trainees are given an introductory session on Global Citizenship where a variety of Welsh language resources are explored with a view of addressing EGCSD issues.  EGCSD is implicit in Welsh in a variety of ways and arises more often than not in the context of Welsh literature, where global themes are often discussed. Also, there is always the potential for trainees/pupils to discuss various aspects within the requirements of the Oracy and Writing Programmes of Study, especially in the context of expressing opinions on contemporary and/or controversial topics.

English: This has followed a similar route to Welsh.  Students have a task and have to research the background.  

Mathematics: EGCSD is introduced in mathematics in a variety of ways. Mathematics plays a key role in citizenship; without the ability to interpret facts and figures, and the many ways in which these are presented in the media, pupils cannot learn to take their place in a democracy.  Sessions in mathematics use social and cultural data to highlight issues whilst covering aspects of the mathematics curriculum
Art: Many elements of EGCSD are inherent in the instruction of PGCE trainee Art teachers.  Aspects of differing cultures and countries arise naturally and spontaneously during discussion to influence both opinion and practice. The consideration of ethnic and geographical diversity in the natural and built environment is encouraged throughout the course to inform projects and guide future lesson planning.  This will typically embrace the examination of distinctive architecture, adornment, embellishment, decoration or design. The study of artists and designers from other cultures also forms a guiding component of training. Enquiry and experimentation are intrinsic to effective practice and are employed during training to stimulate innovation. Trainees respond enthusiastically and lessons incorporating these features considerably enhance subject teaching 

Music: There are frequent references to GC throughout the course. Many schemes of work at KS3 and KS4 use music from other cultures to explore music concepts and trainees are encouraged to use such resources when planning their lessons.  In the final term trainees are required to complete an assignment on World Music. This involves preparing and delivering a lesson on the music of a non-western country which must include a practical activity for the whole class. In previous years a range of workshops and excursions have been arranged to further enhance trainees knowledge and understanding of World Music - in particular that of Gamelan music, Samba and Indian music. By now a well established excursion within the programme is to a Gamelan Workshop at the Zion Arts Centre in Hulme, Manchester

Outdoor Activities: EGCSD is intrinsic to much of the work in Outdoor Activities with its focus on simple living, travel, outdoor environments, spirituality, personal development, groupwork, problem solving etc and trainees in this area are therefore well placed to integrate EGCSD into their lessons with children. The PGCE course has a one hour discussion/seminar with the project officer and several trainees have written Special Studies on associated topics. Those trainees who do placements in Outdoor Centres are likely to be expected to include EGCSD related topics in their teaching on a daily basis.

Physical Education: EGCSD is also intrinsic to the work that trainees do in Physical Education. The rationale for the nine key concepts is discussed with trainees, together with the PSE Framework. Trainees are then asked to consider how the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values within this rationale can be translated in Physical Education lessons. Trainees are then given 'activity specific' areas of the PE curriculum, eg. Dance, Health Related Exercise, Rugby, -and are asked to plan a lesson for a particular year group, which incorporates or helps promote one, or more than one, of the 'Five Citizenship Competencies'.

Information Technology: EGCSD is introduced via the internet, including discussion of English being the global language, and that although “Microsoft Rules the World”, minority languages are also strengthened.   Trainees are given suggested websites to explore resources with the aim of understanding that, although the global economy depends on the Silicon Expansion, ultimately the situation is finite.  Parts of the KS3 and KS4 syllabii include sections on 'Application and Effects of ICT on society'. Trainees are expected to include some EGCSD in their lesson planning.

Modern Languages:  As regards Global Citizenship there is a requirement under the NC that: 

“pupils should develop their knowledge and understanding of other countries and  cultures (where the target language is spoken).”
With French, German and Spanish being so widely spoken, pupils are exposed to peoples throughout the world, and the above requirement is being fulfilled in the MFL lessons by the use of native speakers on cassettes and authentic reading matter.

