Resources on Sustainable Development
Resources referenced in the presentation

Oberlin College retrieved (22/07/05) from www.oberlin.edu/ajlc/ajlcHome.html

Schumacher College retrieved (22/07/05) from www.schumachercollege.org.uk

Sterling, S. (2004) Sustainable Education: Re-visioning Learning and Change. Green Books, Totnes, Devon. www.greenbooks.co.uk

University of Basle retrieved (22/07/05) from www.programm-mgu.ch/de/home.html

WWF Living Planet Report 2002 retrieved (22/07/05) from http://www.panda.org/news_facts/publications/general/livingplanet/index.cfm 

Information on the Web

General information
www.esd-wales.org.uk is aimed at teachers and teacher trainers.  The information from the Swansea project will be put onto this website.

www.wales.gov.uk/themessustainabledev/  provides a downloadable copy of the Assembly’s Sustainable Development Action Plan.
www.globalfootprints.org is aimed at schools, but provides succinct information and facts about sustainable development issues.  From the homepage click ‘get active’ then scroll almost to the bottom of that page and click on ‘click here to learn more about the issues …’

www.wbcsd.ch  The World Business Council for Sustainable Development gives a view of what is happening globally among businesses, and also has a UK regional network.   It provides case studies and news items.

www.acc.mmu.ac.uk/esd/index.php  This encyclopedia of sustainable development information from Manchester Metropolitan University is informative and easy to use.

www.bestfootforward.com is a footprinting website where you can calculate your personal footprint.  Best Foot Forward is a company based in Oxford that has developed Campus Calc, a tool with which it can calculate the ecological footprint of a university or college.
www.sustainable-development.gov.uk is the main UK Government website which either contains, or links to, material on sustainability from all Government departments.  To download ‘Securing the Future,’ the review of the UK Sustainable Development Strategy published in March 2005, click on ‘publications’ on the homepage, and then click on the relevant publication.

www.unesco.org/education  From the education homepage click on the relevant icon on the right to find what UNESCO is doing to lead the International Decade for ESD, which begins in 2005.

Information specific to higher education
www.euac.org.uk The Environmental Association of Universities and Colleges offers support in environmental management. Excellent source for latest best practice in the UK, e.g. see Green Gown Awards.

www.heps.org.uk  This is Forum for the Future’s website for its Higher Education Partnership for Sustainability project.  It has masses of downloadable materials based on the work done with eighteen UK universities (Cardiff is the only Welsh university) on implementing sustainable development in higher education.
www.heepi.org.uk  The Higher Education Environmental Performance Improvement website has some useful information on how four north England universities improved their environmental performance.

www.unesco.org/education  For the Higher Education portal click on the relevant link on the left of the education homepage.

www.copernicus-campus.org  Here you can find the COPERNICUS University Charter for Sustainable Development, which over three hundred European universities have signed (including University of Wales, Lampeter).  The site has news of projects, conferences, publications.

If you prefer your information in a book…
The Assembly’s Welsh Procurement Initiative produces a guide to sustainable procurement which is available free for Institutions that join the Initiative from:

Welsh Procurement Initiative Team


Unit D, Tawe Business Village


Phoenix Way


Enterprise Park


Swansea SA7 9LA

Two inspiring recent books for the general reader that have a good discussion of the issues and dilemmas and suggest appropriate actions are:

Clark, Duncan  The Rough Guide to Ethical Shopping  Rough Guides, 2004.  £7.99.
This book has sections on food, clothes, finance, household and travel.  It has excellent discussions and weighs up the pros and cons of the personal actions you might take.  

Hickman, Leo  The Good Life: the guide to ethical living  Eden Project Books, 2005.  £15.00.
This has chapters on food and drink, home and garden, travel, you, family, community, money, work.  Practically everything you need to know to make the most appropriate decisions for a sustainable lifestyle: lots of information, discussion, fact, links.  
Three recent academic books on sustainability by practitioners in the field of introducing sustainable development into higher education institutes are:

Blewitt, John, ed.  The Sustainability Curriculum: the challenge for higher education  Earthscan Publications, 2004
Corcoran, Peter Blaze, ed. Higher Education and the Challenge of Sustainability Kluer Academic Publishers, 2004

Jucker, Rolf  Our Common Illiteracy: education as if the earth and people mattered  Peter Lang, 2002

Information about further study on the Web
Your own institution may run a course that you can dip into.  The University of Wales, Bangor has modules on sustainable development that members of staff, as well as the students, can take.  The Swansea Institute of Higher Education and University of Wales, Swansea run a Living Sustainably course for anyone in the institutions.
There are hundreds of courses available out there on many aspects of sustainability, although there is a predominance of environmental courses.  These courses range from ‘hobby’ courses to postgraduate degrees.  They can be day or weekend courses, and part-time distance learning and on-line courses that are suitable for people that have a job and can’t attend an institution.
The following websites all give access to information about study courses or offer courses:

www.acsedu.co.uk offers ‘hobby’ courses through to courses with formal qualifications in several aspects of sustainable living.

www.learndirect-advice.co.uk flags up courses of all kinds on sustainable development from one day courses with no formal qualification attached to distance learning post graduate courses.
www.open.ac.uk  The Open University’s courses are modular in nature and you can search on their website for the modules that interest you.  The course levels are foundation, undergraduate, and post graduate. 
www.prospects.ac.uk  This site will find distance learning postgraduate courses for you, like the South Bank University MSc in Education for Sustainability or the several sustainable development courses run by the University of Staffordshire.  To look for courses go to ‘further study’ and click on ‘find courses and research’ then fill in and/or choose the appropriate fields and click on ‘search.’

www.hero.ac.uk has useful information on how to go about finding suitable courses and funding. The website has links to course providers.  For distance learning go to ‘studying’ from the home page, then open ‘choosing a course’ and click on ‘distance learning.’
