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                   FOCUS ON

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
1. What is sustainable development?

The past 20 years have seen a growing realisation that the current model of development is unsustainable. In other words, we are living beyond our means. From the loss of biodiversity with the felling of rainforests or over fishing to the negative effect our consumption patterns are having on the environment and the climate. Our way of life is placing an increasing burden on the planet. 

The increasing stress we put on resources and environmental systems such as water, land and air cannot go on forever. Especially as the world's population continues to increase and we already see a world where over a billion people live on less than a dollar a day. 

A widely-used and accepted international definition of sustainable development is: 'development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs' - Globally we are not even meeting the needs of the present let alone considering the needs of future generations. 

Unless we start to make real progress toward reconciling these contradictions we face a future that is less certain and less secure. We need to make a decisive move toward more sustainable development. Not just because it is the right thing to do, but also because it is in our own long-term best interests. It offers the best hope for the future. Whether at school, in the home or at work, we all have a part to play. Our small everyday actions add up to make a big difference. 
2. What is carbon offsetting?

In the ideal world travelling sustainably would mean that we contribute zero or minimal emissions to the atmosphere. However there are times where this is simply not practical or in some cases impossible. Carbon offset projects provide a means of neutralising the negative impacts that our ground and air travel have by calculating the carbon dioxide emissions created by our journey and investing in projects that prevent or remove an equivalent amount of emissions from the atmosphere. 

Carbon Offsets are by no means the ultimate solution for reducing our carbon emissions. They do however provide an effective way for us to reduce our negative impacts on the planet. You can calculate the emissions created by your journey using one of Climate Care's CO2 calculators . For more information on the Government's Carbon Offsetting programme visit the Defra Carbon Offsetting pages .
3. How does the food we eat have an impact on sustainability?
The food products that you buy can have a significant impact on many areas of sustainable development. Whilst we may only see part of it, the production and transportation of food products can be a long and complicated process, known as its life cycle. 
When all environmental impacts are taken into account across the life cycle of goods and services, whether in the UK or abroad, food may be one of the most environmentally significant aspects of consumption. It is estimated that the life cycle leading to the consumption of food in the UK is responsible for global greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to 22 per cent of the UK's overall total. 
4.   What is Fair Trade?
Fair trade is an organized social movement and market-based approach to empowering developing country producers and promoting sustainability. The movement advocates the payment of a fair price as well as social and environmental standards in areas related to the production of a wide variety of goods. It focuses in particular on exports from developing countries to developed countries, most notably handicrafts, coffee, cocoa, sugar, tea, bananas, honey, cotton, wine, fresh fruit and flowers.

Fair trade's strategic intent is to deliberately work with marginalized producers and workers in order to help them move from a position of vulnerability to one of security and economic self-sufficiency. It also aims at empowering them to become stakeholders in their own organizations and actively play a wider role in the global arena to achieve greater equity in international trade. Fair trade proponents include a wide array of international development aid, social, religious and environmental organizations such as Oxfam, Amnesty International, Catholic Relief Services, and Caritas International.

In 2007, Fair trade certified sales amounted to approximately €2.3 billion (US $3.62 billion) worldwide, a 47% year-to-year increase. While this represents a tiny fraction of world trade in physical merchandise, fair trade products generally account for 1-20% of all sales in their product categories in Europe and North America.  In June 2008, it was estimated that over 7.5 million disadvantaged producers and their families were benefiting from fair trade funded infrastructure, technical assistance and community development projects.

5. Why do we recycle?

Each household produces about one tonne of rubbish annually. Each year in the UK households throw away over 29.1 million tonnes of waste, that's the same weight as 4.85 million male African Elephants! 

The amount of rubbish we throw away is increasing for a number of reasons: 

· new packaging materials and technology are being developed 

· lifestyle changes, for example a greater reliance on convenience/fast food 

· increasing affluence, leading to greater consumption of goods 

· increasing population 

Today's rubbish compared to pre-1960s rubbish, contains more products that don't break down when they're put in the ground. Packaging waste makes up about a quarter of all the rubbish you put in your bin, most of this could be recycled. 

We need to increase the amount of rubbish that is recycled because we cannot carry on burying and burning rubbish forever. This is recognised by the government who are thinking of ways we can reduce the amount of rubbish we produce and increase the amount we reuse and recycle. 

However, these changes will not happen overnight, to increase recycling we need to: 

· collect more rubbish in recycling bins and on doorsteps ready to be recycled 

· build more recycling plants 

· educate people about recycling 

· make sure there are enough rubbish trucks to collect the recyclable rubbish 
· find ways of using the recycled material by making it into useful items. Did you know some fleece jackets are made from recycled plastic bottles?
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