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                   FOCUS ON
Aide Memoir – Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC)

There are nine key concepts associated with ESDGC:

1. Interdependence: understanding how people, the environment and the economy are inextricably linked at all levels from local to global

2. Citizenship and stewardship: recognising the importance of taking individual responsibility and action to make the world a better place

3. Needs and rights: understanding our own basic needs and about human rights and the implications for the needs of future generations of actions taken today

4. Diversity: understanding, respecting and valuing both human diversity – cultural, social and economic – and biodiversity

5. Sustainable change: understanding that resources are finite and that this has implications for people’s lifestyles and for commerce and industry

6. Quality of life: acknowledging that global equity and justice are essential elements of sustainability and that basic needs must be met universally

7. Uncertainty and precaution: acknowledging that there are a range of possible approaches to sustainability and global citizenship and that situations are constantly changing, indicating a need for flexibility and lifelong learning

8. Values and perceptions: understanding more about both the developed and under- developed parts of the world and an appreciation of the effect these have on people’s attitudes and values

9. Conflict resolution: understanding how conflicts are a barrier to development and a risk to us all and why there is a need for their resolution and the promotion of harmony

Many current and controversial topics come under this heading and they raise a number of questions, for example: 

· Food miles – ie the distance travelled by some of the fruit and vegetables that are sold in British supermarkets.  This practice clearly has implications in terms of contributing to pollution and the carbon footprint of various organisations.  Should they be doing it?

· Imported Clothing - We are increasingly able to buy really cheap clothes in Britain because they are produced for very low prices elsewhere in the world.  What are the implications of this trade for the people employed to produce these goods?

· Fair Trade – there are an increasing number of companies who purchase goods from other countries that are setting up “Fair Trade” agreements.  What does this mean and what are the advantages and possible disadvantages?

· Economic Migration – there is often news about the number of economic migrants from Eastern European countries who have recently joined the European Union, coming to Britain to find work.  What are the implications of this for the economy of Britain and what other factors have to be taken into account of whole families moving to this country to work?

· Life Expectancy – why is there such a difference in life expectancy in different countries?

· Personal Environmental Action – what can I do today to influence tomorrow?  Examine the action that individuals can take in terms of recycling goods, reducing energy consumption and how their purchasing power can influence what supermarkets sell.

· Environmental Actions for Business – what can businesses, large and small, do in the same areas. 

You can either select one of the topics above or propose one of your own on the same subject as the subject of your Communication Key Skill paper.
Topics selected by learners include:

· The Severn Barrage – Economic and Environmental Effects

· Recycling Paper – is it worth it?

· Fairtrade – Pros and Cons

· Global Warming – who can we believe?

· The Cost of Throwaway Fashion 
